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private Act of the Union, the Wesleyan Methodist Chapter
Church of South Africa, hitherto in organic union with xvgL
the parent conference in Great Britain, was recognised
as an entirely autonomous community, though re-
maining in communion with the parent body. Of
fundamental importance to Canada has been the union
of the Presbyterian, Congregational, and Methodist
Churches into the United Church of Canada. It necessi-
tated Dominion and provincial legislation, for a church
extending throughout the Dominion could not be dealt
with by provincial legislation on civil rights alone.
Hence a certain amount of difficulty arose as to the
question of entry into the United Church, for a strong
body of Presbyterian opinion, especially in the eastern
provinces where religion takes on a more particularistic
type, felt unwilling to enter the new body. Authority
was given by Dominion Act in 1924 for creation of the
United Church, and six months before June 10,1925,
were allowed for any congregation to decline inclusion,
in which case the church property was not to pass to
the new body. In Nova Scotia an Act of 1924 gave
authority to any congregation to join the United
Church at any time after June 10,1925, and St. Luke's
congregation, which had originally in 1924 decided not
to join, declared in July 1925 its desire to join. It was
ruled by the Privy Council1 that the choice under the
Dominion Act ruled the position, for the right to enter
the United Church or to remain out of it must be
declared prior to June 10,1925, and the provincial Act
could not alter that fact as it had proposed to do.
1 St. Luke's, Sdtsprings, Trustees v. Cameron, [1930] A.C. 673. For
other cases see Aird v. Johnson, [1929] 4 B.L.E. 664; Ferguson v.
Maclean, [1931] 1 D.L.E. 61.